Ambherst man makes aliyah
with Nefesh B’Nefesh

By DENA WIMPFHEL

R

For Matthew L. Schwartz of
Amherst, Dec. 27 will always be
remembered as the day when he re-
alized the dream of aliva, ready (o
take on the challenges and wel
come the apportunitics that come
with life in Isracl.

Along with nearly 200 other ofim.
the 23-year-old student arrived ut Tel
Aviv’s Bea Gurion Airport on the fi-
nal 2007 flight of the Nefesh B'Ne-
fesh oeganization, which has heenre-
sponsible for bringing nearly 15,000

new citizens 10 the Jewish State since
its founding in 2002
Unil recently, Schwanz has been

studying linguistics at the University
at Buffalo (UB) witha conceniration
in Arabic, a course of study that he
chose with the realization that it
could help him in Israel and be 1 con
tribution to the State, With the belief
that he is one of the few American-
born Jews with a high level of pro
ciency in Asabic, he hopes that using
his Language skills asa translator will
help bridge divides between the Arsh
and lszaeli communitis,

fact that [sraclis and Arabs
don’t speak the same langsiage is an
obvious obstacle tha | feel has exac-
erbated the problems between our
1wo peoples.” he said. “If my arrival
in Israel can change that situation
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evena litle, I feel that my aliya will
have been well worth it

Schwariz's parents as well as two
brgthers — one his twin — were
sad to hear the news that he is leav-
ing the Umited Stares but were
proud that his strong Zionist up-
bringing led hir to his degision.

In Ehis carly period after his
arrival, he is living on Kibbuiz
Maagan Michael near Haifa
where he is studying o Hebrew
enrichment course.

Always active in Jewish and Is
racli affairs that incladed a graduate
imemship with Hillel, o

tion for Jewish Life on Campus.

Schwartz was the pringipal founder
of an innovative program called
ChaiLine tha asted a¢ 3 social ser-
vices program far all faiths on his
college campus. Also an active
member of the Jewish Student
Union at UB, Schwartz always saw
recognizing diversity as & key av-
«enue to foster partnership between
different groups. “I hope that the
projests [ was involved with while
in Buffalo will continue to have
positive impact for the student pop-
ulation even after | leave,” e said
Nefesh B'Nefesh, which facili-
tated Schwartz's aliya — as it did
for nearly 3,000 other people over
the course of 2007 — says if be-
lieves bringing 45 diverse  selection
of Jews into Israel as possible Is key
to the future development of the
State. According o Nefesh B'Ne-
fesh spokesman Charley Levine
new immigrants such as Schwarle
an important resor
Israeli society. “Since our inception
we have always stressed the valu-
wtion that American
wrounds bring o the
[ Lsrael Nefesh
efesh saluies the decision of
young idealists like Matthew who
recognize the good that can be done
by choosing Isre] as their new home
and we look forward t0 helping many
others make this same move in the
years ahcad,” Levine said.




