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guage
of life
FEducational reform
aside, politicians and
immigration officials
are looking for an
overhaul of the way

Hebrew is taught to new
immigrant children

EY BUTEH IOGLALN

Then Doavil and Clapdis Miller

W biegan preparing 0 make aliya

foir vears agon, the Denves-hased

couple gave Hitle thought v how thelr

childhren, Carli, then 11, and Molly, seven,

woulld master @ new Language when they
arrived 0 lsoacl

“We werr todd [bv alive counselomns| ot
i0 worry and that our kids would be speak.
ing Hebeew  pedectly by Hanekba ™ wys
Mikler, whio armved here wath his Tamily o
Avgust 2004 and sctiled in K Ssha, *We
just believed them [the experia] that the
kids would loam Habmew at schiool, per
hapa with & few exire lewona, and make
ettt sl liggle IIrI‘I!l:i’!!‘l‘l._'

However, this wat far from what actual-
ty hopgemad Om September ), when the
il amved at thelr new school, “H win
ke we were the firt olim, [immigranits]
thias school had ever encounizesd,” recalis
hiiller. =We had met with the principal
bcfearetiamad, bl wihen we vhavwed bip, thes
s il very srprised o wer wl anad had
no iea what 0 do with i®

That wes ierrly (e wart of the 11r|_|L|Ir|:|'_1
Althiimigh 1he gerli were duppoed o be
plvrn 3 oetialn mumiser of Helwew bevsons

o, | jEal . o
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per week 1o enable them to catch up lin-
guistically with thelr peers, instead of a
iprofessional Hebrew-language teacher, the
fachool assigned them a soldies who |ust
(happened to bi working there as part of
iher mationa] service and who had a few
spare hours to sif with the gich,

Tt wias lotally Ineffeciive,” clalms Wille;
“They had one or two hous a week whire
she woild 2o over some grammar whh
them, but she did not give them any con-
versational 'skills, which was the key to
them fitting In socially.”

Miller aiso says that even though the
family confirmed with the Immigrant
gl:-:.nrpllnn Ministry tha it was entitled 1o

15 60 (aboiit $1500 8 month per child to
provide Hebrew-language support, the
mmoney was handed directly over o the
schiool, which could decide For [tsell how
o speEnd e

Aa the schoal year progressed the nitn-
tion deteriorated. Carll and Molly were
having troubls commuriicating with other
cliildren in ther class, et alone being able
b folkow whst was being taght o the
ot mbjects

By Hamirkkn, after some three monihs &t
schoal, the two were nowhsere near fTuent
and o -.|.|-I1:|!r||m||J thie siftaathog, W new
immigmnt from the formmer Soviet Uinlon
Jobreed tee school, says Miller, amd thie s-
e wertt off to tdbor that chulld,

"We had to pay ot of our own pockets
o - got the ody privete  tubon,”  tocells
wiiitee. “The prling Tied| ||;|;|i'-||;'|| Eligl e
were tich Amserirans and sould affoed 02®

W the wame Wmdse as thelr Bods of
Hebrew-linpusge  Instrictlon  were  cul,
Sl teEgeher maide moters werse Dy
refining (o sddress her in Hebrew, savs
Slilleg

“she prederred] talking to herin- English,®
he svs adding "l poes you cap hlame
het, she hnd 35 kids in ber class and jost
wanted o make e ha I'-.-1-.lll!. ool
ufiderstancd what was going on sround
e

By the swmmer, Carll hsd msde some
progress with the help of a few bilingual
iy, ot Molly, abdouit (o enter secomd
prade, wak still far behind. The Milleps
decided to sgn thelr younger child up for
8 apecial wlpan summer camp for thres
weeks

“ahe leamad more [n ihose three weeks
than *she did during the entire school
year,” he sava

“1 don't mean o be oritical, bul when
pobential immigranis go to the aliva office
of wherewer to get Informition about life
liere, evervihing I presented o vou in s
rosy way, We did ask about thie Hebrew fior
the ghrls, bk it woas sort of glossed over and
the kids were ceriainly not speaking
Hebrew by Hanukka. It could not have
been further from the truth.”

Miller does ackrowledge that part of thie
problem could have stemmed from the
fact that the family chose to live in K
Saba and not in a place such as Jersalem,
Belt Shemesh or Ba'anana, where there (s a
large community of English-speakers ihat
could have helped the children with the
prnalthon and local schools thal are moge
familiar with English-speaking imumi-
grAnIY.

“Rrclmasly, Uese B strength [0 nombes
pnd we did pot have that network 1o sup-
et s, " says Miller. "In hindsight, we prob-
fhly ﬂumEl:Ljume,mn ey o of the "Argio”
Ardis; bt we by wanted o lhve amerig
Jermelis and be part of Bisell sockety.”

He lamenis, howewer, *that was proba-
'1!& gjuilte paive of us, beesuse sven though
Ot passponts say we ane lsracli, we will
pever really be identified as such pnd will
miiesd kel always be Amercans.

Www.|post, com

The Mair Laimily's

MILEER"S EXPEHIENCE as o mew nmmi-
gt and his consegquant  conclusion
aboul remaining on the skdelines ol
fsrne ]l society doe to the linguags hatrier
ks what stunds behind 8 rocent call by
|_|-||11!I4.'l.1.|:'.'-. Lrnmigrant groups ard educns
tors for & complete ovethaul of the tadl-
tlonal |.|Iil.u:| vatem l,-'\.F:IL1.'|.I||.'|. s i
relates to children

*Lesrning Hebrew 1 fhe iy to & wuc
cessful integration and atsorption in
Israel,” sy Erer Hallon, director-generil
of the Immigrant Absorption’ Ministry,
which demanded rmecently that the

funding for iy proposed ndonn of the
educatlon sysiem and - B hoplng (0 take
those funds from the ulpan budpget,
expliins Halfon, pdding: “We will fight
any such cuthacks and i the minisiry does
nol agres o make the necessary chisgrges,
then we will approach the Finance
Minbtry and tale on thiy responabillity
orursve.

In terrns of teaching Hedeewr &0 Himimd-
grant children, Halfon says that they
should ngt be indegrated Into the school
system unifl their Hebmew §s good encuagh.

“They should spend their first year here

I_ Nefesh b'Nefesh, which over the past five years has
facifitated the aliva of thousands of families from North

America and Britain, now advises people 1o start

teaching their children Hebrew before they arrive here

Education Minbtry;, the body mainly
rr'tl,u'llull:lir fof the L|Jl1.q|| 'I.!l."!.l:l‘“l. make
essenitial reforms oo the way it teaches
Hebrew o all new Immigramis. Halfon
alse says his mingstry will fight the
Education Ministry on’ propoied budget
cuts to the entine system, with the poss-
bility of transferdng the resporaibility o
his office.

Al recent mesting of the Kbeset'
Immigration, Absorpiion and Disspora
Alfairs Comunithes, Education Minkstry
director  peneral Shlomb  Ambchal con-
firmed {hst budget cuts to the adult ulpan
wystern were imaminent bl proemised st
there: wonild be no chamges o the ulpan
program for childoen.

Thie Edueatiog Mty oesls w Ao

|

fparning the language. In recent years this
has riot happened and we are already feel-
ing the resulls,” he sayy, referring tio
NuTTeIous. repors over the past year that
sugpest Close to 40 percent of immigrant
youth doop out of school before gradui-
tinn and that dmug and slcohol abuse ju
nearly twice as high among teenagen ool
borm hers,

“A big pant of the problem s the lan-
guape. ™ poinis put MK Ze'ev Elkin, chalr-
man of the Kresset Subcommittes for the
Absorption of Children and Youih in the
Education System. "I a child doss not
learn Hehrew properly within the firs year
of aliya, it is Hkely that his absorption will
not be successful.

"Thete beeds b be 8 minkma o Wl

(hamn T ¢ Belesh B heinn)

artneal In Adsgueil. Metmil B hdelesh rons adlses peoply to slar isaching their children Hebvew belore they arrive hers,

least TH-Z0 Naouee a wesk |.|'u|:||'|i,.: e frisd
six, mctithg anad, | would say, (hey showld
=V Ih‘.”ur 1 |||1'.'|- | |IHI:"| IETICY XS
before being able to rejoin the resular
clanses.”

Efkln prodnta out that during ihe 1990k,
when there was a large nflux of Jews from
the lammer Soviet Uniom, children fooem
firel gl.:l:h.' Liraigh rLI._!.I_Il wehical  woniahd
sperid up to thelr firsst yoar here learning
intensive Hebrew in ulpan glasses strategi-
cilly placed in each city or locality, As the
aliva slowied down fo & trickle toward the
end of the 1990y, such classes were goiting
harder to sustaln and Hebrew language
had to be mught to new immigrant chil-
dren on an Individual basis,

“Thee system was maod updated oo acooin-
meaiate the changes ™ oontinues  Elkin,
who ¢omes from an educational back-
ground and who worked for the Jewish
Agency before entering politics. “Instead,
they fust closed down the ulpan classes,
tpok o teacher who had nothing to do for
o few hous and told ler o weach the
immigrants Hebrew. 1t 15 clear that now
we are paving the price,”

A5 ELKINS comimilttes his spent the best
part of the past year heanng abaul the fake
of immmdgrant children who fell thiough
the cracks of the education system, the
Education Minkstry: ibelf has stimbed  to
make & U-tummn in s approach 1o teaching
Hebrew

Cina recent Movember morning, Elkin,
wlong with several other MEs, visited oo
of the ministry's newly established ulpan
classes in the Keshet Elementary School
it Modi'in, a town situated some halfway
between Jemsnlem o Tel Aviy, The chil-
drer, mostly new immigrans from the
US, Britain, South Africa and: France,
spend four momings & week learming
Hebrew In one of it three Hebrew-dan
guage classes. Diwided sccording 0o age
and previous knowledge of the langumge,
thiey rejoin thetr regnilar classes - soune in
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Who needs to

speak

Hebrew anyway?

Mmdnmmmmnmm
which wa developed by his wite baned on 2
Scandinavian model, can improve one't

Hebres [w & wihiole et wilhin oo wesks
“We hava 30 cubomiers who have
been here for years who nee wakchaed

-

frmali [TV] ihoww or can’l Uncerzend sen
a Dasc hraeli joke; iy o real shame.™

Canny O sl pecalls & Caier Thid past sainrmer
wollth several LIS-bsom E'nhmghﬂmu

calli an lish-speaking  "ghetto”
10 wifhy thesr farnibes but because

et i whool® Can

. “Thet past sunmes, we cressted a summer
d;mf:[ﬂ'ﬂ‘hl:idu!u.r meth-
-ﬂilﬂmm#tﬂl lesved

-..'i"."LT""* when puqﬂunm

m-ﬂmh‘lnﬁﬂmﬂmmm
Hebrew ™ sovs Gdeon Tankis,  an e
mmmﬂmhr?hﬂm
mmmmm ‘e weilh
his English-wpeaking wie, “There nesds 1o be
i bitter way of motivating
irrunigrants, ssperially those who corms
mmn:uﬁ.mulmummm

Tarhus, fike the Gan O, noticed that the
twrrei spetern facllitmed by the Bchecabion
Winistry hadl some seriows pitfalls and decid-
od 1o take miathers. into his own hands

e, wite, sy huacd been traveling to Hadera
Irom Zichron Ya'acow o atlend ulpan, was
the wmpedis for Tanku's efforts, mwore see
rral lbeep evy @ndl vishman ity s
he felt, wenk in dire nesd of Hebresylan-
ussge irstruction.

Iocal

sy DpeTaiing
and ore for chilldren. Thove utilisng e e
vice am a2 mixture of ok and new immi

cther Modi'in schooly — for the otier fwo
mornings a week

This s the program's second yeas”
explaing principal Ronit Chen, st ds
that even though the six months 1o 8 vear
apeel learmiing Hebrew here may e soumne-
whal unsetiling for the children, whio e
alreiwldy Bttesnpling 1o overcrme the diffi-
cultles of monving 0 4 new ooy, i the
lorig term “this gives them & big push for
ihe future"

These clawes pive [he chilldren the basie
language skills o undertand what i
going on around  them - and dlko ghves
ihem the confidencoe o ask thelr el
ieacher for- help,” said ome of the ulpan
tepchers

While Efkin claimm that i was hiy aube
commities that forosd the Education
Ministry 1o reimnstate such wlpan clises,
Uil Bahat, head of the Education
Minksiry s |h'p-.|.rl.rn-'lll il Immigrand
Absomition, expiainy that i B sctomilly
MU 1O e IECrEnsE In gnn_:p.h.j-,.l,ﬂ .'l||:|..J
fmaen the LS, Britain amd: Franee taciliis-
ed by aliya organteations Mefesh b'Nefesh
amd Aami

"l we have il several typeEs o
aliva.” says Bahaot, who has been working
with Elkin's committes 1o look at how w
improve  the existing syuem; “While
immigration from Ethiepia is concentrat-
ed i almorption cenben, the large jrmotps
of new immigrants fem the YWest, usual-

[

Iy amiving o July and Augusi; hove sl
allowed s bo seb up 8 more comprehen-
iive ulpan fstem in certain areas®

Durmg the las scademic yesr, he sy,
wveral ulpan classes, similar (o those in
the IR were w61 up in Jerusalern, Beii
Shemesh, Efrat, Modi'in and cven Ramle,
a downmarket town not (ar from Ben-
Larlon Adrpart, with plans o expand 1o
mede arens soon. in addition, the ministry
hat also increased the hourt of Hebrew
language instroction e Dmomierant chil
dren 0 anms with 2 wmaller immigam
poeilation

Modi'in s doing il righl,” oiseryes
Efktn. “Bul that was partially doe o the
muyor, wio agreed to take Hoon. Whal
iail 18 that the prvate dlpandm have made
real l.!ﬂ'F“'mrle"'lI'- in how Helsrw v
taught o new immigrants, Bul  the
Education Ministry still rehises 1o adomm
Aty of these new methods ™

Halion agrees, podnitng oui that teach-
ing Hebtew (0 new mmigramts s ol
among the prioties of the Educion
Ministry,

e Michel Todoviteky, ol the |ewish
Aency’s edfuration department and & fel
livw gt the Marads] Leadersiap Institule In
lensalem, s orical of the now ulpan
clasy moddel, He podnts out that in add
tion to nod being far reaching enough o
be eliective, it still begs the question of
“whi & teaching Helsrew aikd how they

41 percent of immigrant vouth drop out

of school before graduation and drug

and alcohol abuse is nearly twice

s high among teenagers not borm here

Ulpan Or chose to model Scandinadan language instroction when setting up shop, (Courtey |

— i
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are teaching "

Aftier the age of five or six, o child siops
MEATTIE & |:11|p;'.1.1l.'_l.- thrmugh  cogritive
channels and more cfot has to be mpds
to fearh & second banguape, -_'\,!-'_-.|||l_'_
Tedowitrky, i expert on Hebrew-language
INSirocomn

A chilld who mmigrates
ape of [hve and 1.5 has
his mother fomgne -enough amd  canmoi
lEarm o it langaiie with eme,” he sans
“The rmmld will be a generstion of peoph
wltir mre e -Haaensil.”

Al e Beart of gt
Yecloineky. e
fH |||'l.-'|||1||':|

Dirtwesn e
still st devehogesd

pinble.  savs
the fact thet there is sl

meEthod,  for  teaching
Flebfew g & seotnd language., as companed
i} |I':.'H.l.- such ax the | whiere teaching
Engliah to new immigrants 15 a
in ity owm righit

“Ihee state Fns 1o invest maoee Dards i
the study of Hebwow® he svs, pointies
oul that B0 percent of the populition §
either flrst- of second-genenithon ol
grinis, = Language & mof jost fod daily e
but 1t & the main chuannel of communics-
thon Detween & person and the rest ol the
wirld ®

At the Education Mindstoy, Movae Sher
who helps to train teachens interested in
tenching Hebrew (o new Immilgrant chil-
dren, admits that the state has vet o
develop & iricd-and-tested method for
teaching Hebpew as o second language
However, she defends ihe curment pro-
gram, saying that the ministry's ulpan
teachers get extensive tralning and sup-
pott from her department and that niew

el
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Meray Mazr made aliva with MNelesh B'Betfesh in Aupguid Fhiree P 15 seer on e T
ol schisol in Wadi'in

[avies Than P Srfmon B Haetmi?

‘If a child does not learm Hebrew

properly within the first year of aliva,

it Is likely that his absorption will
not be successful” — MK Ze‘ev Elkin

www._|poil.com

matesialys are being J-:--.vlullv-\.l il Lhee
TETEE,

I TERUSALER, former Toledo, Ohin pesi-
et EL:rr':.' LetE whoo o made aliva i july
with his wife and three of thelr five daugh
ters, i in the mibdst Of experiencing the
new (obd) orstem firsthamd.

Lasf™ rr|iI|I|||-|- childs 1eacher rECom
miemded recently that she be pulled owt ol
rerudar lessans o omder (0 stfend one of
the newly crested uwlpan clases n
fersakem

"W llved e [or @ veas seven e ago
s my Gldest dsugivier, Deborah, 17, seemy
{0 b mranaglng okay with the language
and the younger one, Catherine, sin, i e
dregpling so far, bot for AllEa, the: nin
voar-old, the move hin been especialky
toadrh, ™ sass Ll *We bl senid them to an
ulpan sammer carmy but we did not have
any precopceived notlons of Bow ey
would fare i schoo), We thougint it bee o
fursd weadh el e wihial Wl recranmened. "

While Alza coukd reughly tollow. wehat
wad Detig taught in class, abhe wons Tinading
i1 el harder o express hersell, which
Wl n.'h:,' iy teacher ecommemnded the
ufpan class. Based In the Efrata Schixd in
Bk, thels clasy takes ||I.||| wWilE 4 Wi,
with the children joining thelr egulsr
classts the sest ol the thme

While it's o0 sarly for Leff o commmeni
o wlwelher the ||'.'|1.n| Class will give his
doughter » stronger basis i the Hebrew
langudge, MNedeali Baleih’s A0 SHverman
observes that the “Hapukla myth 19 ster-
ing to be dispeljed.”

An adwier on educntbon and comumn
ty tor the afiva organiration. Siverman
polnts oul that parenis are beginming o
readiee. that while some children do pick
ug the language very quickly, others mbve
at @ much dlower pace and feed mone
preparntion befom moving here.

Accormdimg  to Sikerman MiEliEsh
h selesh, which over the pasi five yesmn
has facititated the aliva of thoisands ol
famibles from Morh Amercs and Boiain,
riow adhvines peopie to stark teaching thels
chiildsen Hebrew before they arrve home

Chn-line oipamim, private futors of eve
just hargging Heboew wonds up around the
heoeme are all suggestions thit the organ-
Elkon now mokes to farrllies Lo gl Lyl
woung onés familiar with the language

f.'!l|||'| sl coanlinue Silvermon, the
oFganiztion tries to make s portcpots
aware df the benefits altersd by (he goy
ermmeit, including the newly establishod
Ll Classies

"People need: o be aware of whEt iv on
affer bnd then feed o oomaile; whnte
they want io Hve based an that,” he sav
sodditiy that barrudies shoodd  ssk s
weives wheiher ihey wani io be im an
¥ "|_||j_'||-| ||"i1'-rr|||||:1'.' anud et the beneflis
ol the grodep ulpanlm od be bioa place L
Kiar Saba where it iy more lsraeli bt thiee
is lisss suppeort.

Sl 1y lod Ll Miller  famiily  tha
Education Minlksirys changes and MNetesh
B Meetesii s advECE COrmnes much od |ats

| really fml Hke we fadled them o some
I-r.::.," adderkts  Siller aboid Hls ciildeen
"Carli wtill does not feel scsdermically
whiere ahe thoold b oard 1 constantly
wimrying thot she will not gel info the
|||g||".|'f'||:-||l il her oo, widd Hlll]:. WS
af o critical sage In termd of leamning o
tead and bt English inothat regaed Tas
resdby suffered.

“If thene was & sysieim of how 1o 1each
Hebrew o lmmigrant children then we
certainly did not feel it My pnly advice
now 13 that people should not be as ide-
"'l'-"EH'iI a3 we were whies L'I‘II.H.I!IHH a

communiny, =

Into the melting
pot, or not?

should continge wpewking o e
chvidren I thisir nathe ongie or
should adopt Hebres' often Sekes
wher attornpiing 10 belp dhbdren

miagst Wit ally
"I naticed that my children were

acxoeding 1o Or Michasd
TiedoestAey, an expent i Hebrew

that is why It & w0 imperative to
ghee children the comect ool o
k=urm o peak the LangiLiage of their
ierrrusiliss saoundings,

otiher

Iy fect, bt paines o, continuimg
iy Sl Arad wanrh il riE mim
grant chisdren in  (hisis nadive
tonaue. will anly Felp themn o
dewriig e 1ok reecket] 15 ladm
e i 3

“There i a6t of prood thal eem-

] Two anguagss Jirkiliansoushy
b actuially very posithe,” e G
" A cheld dessdoss i msiher
fongue |t will be much rasler for
iy e ey i mescrernd] yipemny= "

guod ke 1 in hoth lan
guanes hiton and
nﬁ:'dﬂnpm -RE

fANMUALKY 4 - 10, 2008 |
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